
 

 

 

 

 

                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Order of Service   
 

 

Sanctuary Sunday  

 

‘Different Pasts, Shared Future’ 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
The Cathedral Church of St. Philip, Birmingham 

Sunday 24th June, 2018 1.30pm 

  

  



 

Welcome to Birmingham Cathedral for this special celebration.  
If you are a newcomer or a visitor, please introduce yourself to the Churchwardens 

or Clergy. 
 

Induction loop 

An induction loop is provided in the cathedral for the benefit of hearing aid users. 

Just switch to “T”. 

 

Toilets  

Are located in the north-west corner of the cathedral. 

 

Mobile phones and photography 

Please ensure that your mobile phone is switched off. 

Photography and video is prohibited during this service. 

 

Collection 

A collection will be taken during the offertory hymn. If you are able to take 

advantage of Gift Aid it will help the Cathedral if you place your collection in a Gift 

Aid envelope which you should find on the back of the seat in front of you. If you 

cannot find an envelope please speak to a warden or steward.  

 

Children 

Children are always welcome at the cathedral. For this special service, there are 

children’s activities available in the Undercroft. Please feel free to lead children 

downstairs. Parents of children under four years who wish to come are welcome to 

join us.  

 

In the event of fire or other emergency 

Please remain seated until advised to evacuate. This is normally through the 

entrance door and the door by the disabled toilet. The assembly point is the 

Burnaby Monument. In the event of fire or evacuation, children will be escorted 

directly from children’s church to the assembly point, to be collected by parents 

there. 
 

 

Organist: David Hardie, Head of Music  

 
 

 

 



Order of Service  
 

Grace, mercy and peace  

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ  

be with you 

 

All: and also with you. 

 

Greetings, Welcome and Call to Worship  

 

Hymn -  Brother Sister Let Me Serve You 

Words: Richard Gillard. 

© 1977 Scripture in Song, reproduced by permission CCLI Licence No. 420397 

 

 

1. Brother, sister, let me 

serve you; 

let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that I may have the grace to 

let you be my servant too. 

 

2. We are pilgrims on a journey, 

and companions on the road; 

we are here to help each other 

walk the mile and bear the load. 

 

3. I will hold the Christ light for 

you 

in the night time of your fear; 

I will hold my hand out to you, 

speak the peace you long to hear. 

 

 

4. I will weep when you              

are weeping; 

when you laugh I'll laugh with you; 

I will share your joy and sorrow, 

till we've seen this journey 

through. 

 

5. When we sing to                 

God in heaven, 

we shall find such harmony, 

born of all we've known together 

of Christ's love and agony. 

 

6. Brother, sister, let me         

serve you; 

let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that I may have the grace to 

let you be my servant too. 

 

 

 



Prayer of Approach and Confession: 

 

Holy God, we bless you. 

You create each one of us beautiful and blessed, 

In your image and likeness.  

You create us and stay with us.  

All: You are our refuge, you take sanctuary in us. You call each one 

of us by name.  

You know all our hopes and desires. You know all our aches and pains.  

You know the journeys we take. Your presence surrounds us like a 

sanctuary.  

We bless you for you sent Jesus Christ and in him you have shown the world 

new ways of living and loving.  

All: We bless you for you give us in your Spirit strength to live by 

each day.  

Holy God forgive us or all the ways in which we and others assault 

and abuse your image in us, in others, and in all your creation 

around us.  

Forgive us that our living and loving So often betrays the living and 

loving in Jesus that we profess. Forgive us for our failure to offer 

welcome and hospitality to the stranger   

As we worship, say our prayers; 

Read from scriptures and meditate on them;  

As we sing our songs; And renew our commitments to you again, 

And resolve to live by the principle of welcome and hospitality; 

All: Grant us the assurance again that you forgive us. 

Amen 

The minister says: 

May the God of love and power forgive and free us, heal and strengthen us 

to love one another by his Spirit, and raise us in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen 



Stories of Hope (1)- Different Pasts, Shared Future 

 

Psalm 139: 1-14  We read the verses together in bold 

 

O Lord, you have searched me and 

known me. 

2 You know when I sit down and 

when I rise up; 

    you discern my thoughts from 

far away. 

3 You search out my path and my 

lying down, 

    and are acquainted with all my 

ways. 

4 Even before a word is on my 

tongue, 

    O Lord, you know it 

completely. 

5 You hem me in, behind and before, 

    and lay your hand upon me. 

6 Such knowledge is too 

wonderful for me; 

    it is so high that I cannot 

attain it. 

7 Where can I go from your spirit? 

    Or where can I flee from your 

presence? 

8 If I ascend to heaven, you are 

there; 

    if I make my bed in Sheol, you 

are there. 

9 If I take the wings of the morning 

    and settle at the farthest limits of 

the sea, 

10 even there your hand shall 

lead me, 

    and your right hand shall hold 

me fast. 

11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall 

cover me, 

    and the light around me become 

night,” 

12 even the darkness is not dark 

to you; 

    the night is as bright as the 

day, 

    for darkness is as light to you. 

13 For it was you who formed my 

inward parts; 

    you knit me together in my 

mother’s womb. 

14 I praise you, for I am fearfully 

and wonderfully made. 

    Wonderful are your works; 

that I know very well.

 



 

 

Stories of Hope (2)- Different Pasts, Shared Future 

 

Deuteronomy 10:12-22  

 

The Essence of the Law 

 

So now, O Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you? Only to fear 

the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the 

commandments of the Lord your God[a] and his decrees that I am 

commanding you today, for your own well-being. Although heaven and the 

heaven of heavens belong to the Lord your God, the earth with all that is in 

it, yet the Lord set his heart in love on your ancestors alone and chose you, 

their descendants after them, out of all the peoples, as it is today. 

Circumcise, then, the foreskin of your heart, and do not be stubborn any 

longer.  For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great 

God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, who 

executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the strangers, 

providing them food and clothing.  You shall also love the stranger, for you 

were strangers in the land of Egypt. You shall fear the Lord your God; him 

alone you shall worship; to him you shall hold fast, and by his name you shall 

swear.  He is your praise; he is your God, who has done for you these great 

and awesome things that your own eyes have seen. Your ancestors went 

down to Egypt seventy persons; and now the Lord your God has made you 

as numerous as the stars in heaven. 

 

Sermon Revd Dr Inderjit Bhogal 

 

 

 

 



 

Stories of Hope (3)- Different Pasts, Shared Future 

 

Prayers 

 

Let us Pray.  

Let us pray to God for the Church of Christ throughout the world, and 

especially this Congregation with its diversity, and our neighbours of all 

denominations that we shall be blessed by the grace of God, and that all will 

be given strength to bear witness to the grace of God in our mission and 

ministry, worship and prayer.  

God hears our prayers. The Kingdom of God is within us.  

Let us pray to God for all nations and all leaders that God will illuminate 

within and before them the pathways made of mercy, justice and humility for 

all to walk.  

God hears our prayers. The Kingdom of God is within us.  

Let us pray to God for all who need help and support today, especially those 

we carry in our hearts for they are in our prayers that the grace of God will 

be on them and bless them.  

God hears our prayers. The Kingdom of God is within us.  

Let us pray to God for all who are far from home, prisoners, immigrants, 

exiles, refugees and all who seek sanctuary that God will be the shelter of 

their lives and souls, and help us to build communities of welcome, 

hospitality and sanctuary for all.   

God hears our prayers. The Kingdom of God is within us.  

Let us pray to God for ourselves, that we may be a sanctuary, that we may 

be given the grace to follow Christ as his Disciples and practice his art of 

hospitality and welcome to the stranger.   

God hears our prayers. The Kingdom of God is within us.  

Let us with thanks hold before God those who have died and whose 

memory is precious to us. Let your light perpetual shine on them Holy God. 

And grant to us light and encouragement from the vision, witness and 



example of all the saints who have gone before us.  

 

We offer our prayers in the Name of Christ, and gather them up in the 

words of the Prayer Jesus taught us:   

  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

   who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

   and the glory are yours 

now and forever. 

 

 Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Stories of Hope (4)- Different Pasts, Shared Future 

 

Hymn - Christ Be Our Light (Bernadette Farrell)  

Words and Music: © 1993, Bernadette Farrell. OCP Publications. 

Reproduced by permission Calamus Licence No 0662 

  

1. Longing for light, we wait in 

darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 

 

Christ be our light! Shine in our 

hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

2. Longing for peace, our world is 

troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow'r to save 

us. 

Make us your living voice. 

 

Christ be our light! Shine in our 

hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

3. Longing for food, many are 

hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for 

others, 

shared until all are fed. 

Christ be our light! Shine in our 

hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

4. Longing for shelter, many are 

homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering 

others, 

walls made of living stone. 

 

Christ be our light! Shine in our 

hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

 

5. Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

making your kingdom come. 

 

Christ be our light! Shine in our 

hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ be our light! 



Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

Litany of Justice 

 

Reader: Jesus said,” I was hungry, and you gave me food”. Made in the Image 

of God,  

All: We see the face of Christ in all.  

Reader: Jesus said, “I was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink”. Made 

in the Image of God. 

All: We see the face of Christ in all.  

Reader: Jesus said, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me”. Made in the 

Image of God,  

All: We see the face of Christ in all.  

Reader: Jesus said, “I was naked, and you gave me clothing”. Made in the 

Image of God,  

All: We see the face of Christ in all.  

Reader: Jesus said, “I was sick, and you took care of me”. Made in the Image 

of God,  

All: We see the face of Christ in all.  

Reader: Jesus said, “I was in prison and you visited me”. Made in the Image of 

God,  

All:  We see the face of Christ in all.  

Reader: Jesus said, “In as much as you did to one of those considered to the 

least important, you did it to me”.  Made in the Image of God,  

All: We see the face of Christ in all. We go from here to see and 

serve Christ in all. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 

 



 

Final Hymn We are marching in the light of God. 

Words and Music: Traditional South African, trans. Anders Nyberg 

 

1. We are marching in the light of God (Repeat) 

     We are marching, 

     Oo-ooh! We are marching in the light of God. 

 

 2. We are living in the love of God… 

 

 3. We are moving in the pow’r of God… 

 

 

Thank you for joining us for this first Sanctuary Sunday Service. 

We hope that it has inspired you to find out more about Cities of 

Sanctuary 

 

Liturgy taken from the Sanctuary for All resources produced by Inderjit Bhogal, May 2015 used in Association 
with Christian Aid and Churches Together Britain & Ireland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Find out more about the life of the 

Cathedral community at 

www.birminghamcathedral.com 
 

 
Head of Music: David Hardie 


